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During  the  next  fifteen  minutes  the  National  Broadcasting  Com- 
pany and  its  affiliated  independent  stations  make  their  facili- 
ties available  as  a public  service  for  the  presentation  of 
CONSUMER  TIME  by  the  War  Food  Administration#  And  here  are 
Mrs#  Fkeyman  and  Johnny# 

Well,  Mrs#  Freyman## .it1  s VICTORY  GARDEN  time  again!  Time  to 
get  out  the  seed  catalogue  and  decide  whether  you* re  going  to 
plant  Beefsteak  Tomatoes .. .or  Ear lianas  l 

Or  whether  you  ought  to  try  growing  popcorn  this  year  alongside 


those  two  rows  of  Golden  Bantam# •• 

7#  JOHNj  Yes  sir###itfs  sure  high  time  to  begin  to  think  about  it#  I 

know  a fellow  who* s already  got  Victory  Gardens  on  his  mind# 
Talks  about  it  all  the  time# 


8#  FREYMAN*  I can  guess  who  that  is,  Johnny#  None  other  than  our  famous  guest 

on  CONSUMER  TIME  today.#, the  hilarious  star  of  radio  and  screen. •• 
Bob  Burns  # In  a minute.  Bob  Burns  is  going  to  talk  to  us  from 
Hollywood#  He*s  put  aside  his  Bazooka  for  a rake  and  hoe#.#and 
hefs  raring  to  get  started  on  one  of  the  most  important  homefront 
activities  of  the  year  1945# • .planting  a Victory  Garden# 
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9.  JOHN  s 


10.  FREYMAN : 


ENGINEER: 


11.  JOHN: 


12*  ANNCRl 


Yes ••  .we're  going  to  need  those  Victory  Garden  vegetables  more 

than  ever  this  year and  that’s  a fact.  Our  Armed  Forces  are 

asking  for  more  and  more  canned  foods... and  that  means  we  must 

grow  more  here  at  home  for  our  civilian  needs. 

all 

So,  Johnny. • .let1 s hear/about  it  from  the  Arkansas  expert  him- 
self 1 with  Bob  Burns  out  there  in  Hollywood. • .is  Nor  veil 
Gillespie,  NBC's  Victory  Garden  director. 

HATCH  STITCH  COMING  UP  AT  12:16:30  pm  EWT. . .(9:16 :30  a.m.  E7T) 

CUE  IS  UNDERLINED « 

Between  the  two  of  them,  we  should  learn  a-plenty  about  gardens  « 
So... he re  we  go.  Bob  Burns.  CONSUMER  TIME  takes  you  to 
Hollywood,  California. 

No  doubt  you,  too,  were  shocked  December  26  when  canned  fruits 

i \ 

and  vegetables  were  suddenly  placed  back  on  the  ration  list. 

You  were  rudely  jolted  for  a while.  Then  the  realization  came 
that  the  war  was  far  from  won,  and  a lot  of  food  would  be  des- 
perately needed  in  the  months  to  come.  That’s  why  it  means 
you’ve  got  to  get  busy  growing  your  own  fresh  vegetables  in  order 
to  help  the  nation’s  food  pinch. 

Now,  in  just  a moment,  we’ll  bring  you  Bob  Burns,  the  Arkansas 
sage,  who  has  a serious  side  to  him  when  it  comes  to  raising 
food.  Few  people  know  it,  but  besides  the  home-spun  philosophy 
which  has  made  him  famous,  he’s  a very  very  successful  farmer. 
Then  you’ll  also  hear  from  Norvell  Gillespie,  Pacific  Coast 
director  of  the  National  Victory  Garden  Institute,  who  has  kept 
a close  watch  on  the  war  garden  campaign  ever  since  Pearl  Harbor. 
And  we  also  want  you  tc  hear  from  Mrs.  Janet  Atkins,  a West  Coact 
housewife , who’s  facing  the  same  rationing  problem  that  the  rest 


cf  you  are  all  over  the  country*  But  right  now,  here’s  Norvell 
Gillespie,  our  Victory  Garden  director  for  NBC’s  Western  Division 
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13.  FORVs 

Thank  you,  . Good  morning,  everyone.  Host  of 

t 

you  probably  think  these  Hollywood  movie  stars  and  radio  ’’top 
notohers”  like  Bob  Burns  don1 1 know  any  thing  about  gardening... 
but  you’d  be  surprised.  Bob  has  550  acres  under  cultivation  out 
here  in.  the  San  Fernando  Valley,  and  he  specialises  in  Berkshire 
hogs  and  sugar  beets. 

14.  BOB 5 

(INTERRUPTS)  Speakin*  of'  sugar  beets,  three  of  my  neighbors  took 
prizes  over  at  the  Pomona  Fair  last  fall  with  Ml  sugar  beets  « 

15.  NO  TN: 

They  tell  me  you  raise  pretty  good  turnips,  too.  Bob. 

16.  BOB: 

Now,  Forv,  you  get  me  started  talkin’  about  my  turnips  and 

* 

folks’ll  think  that’s  the  only  thing  they’re  supposed  to  grow 
in  a Victory  Garden.  But  I’ll  tell  you  one  thing ... they  make 
mighty  good  satin’.  You  know  the  little  turnips  is  a mighty 
mis -under stood  vegetable,  folks' ve  been  goin’  along  for  years 
thinkin*  all  you  could  eat  of  a turnip  was  the  roots.  And  that 
just  ain’t  so.  I can  understand  why  some  folks  might  not  care 
for  the  turnip  root.. .but  you  take  the  tops... I’m  tellin*  you, 
there  you  have  a real  delicacy.  ..it’s  one  of  the  most  delicious 
greens  that  we  have... you  can  cook  it  like  spinach,  or  serve  it 
in  a green  salad. • .well,  you  see  what  I mean... you  see  what 
happens  when  I get  started  talkin’  about  turnips* 

17.  NORY: 

Well , anyway,  we  know  you  have  them  in  your  Victory  Garden,  I 
kind  of  gather  you  en.joy  working  in  that  garden.  Bob. 

IB#  BOB? 

You  bet  I do.  There’s  nothin’  like  watchin*  these  little  green 
shoots  cornin’  up  out  of  the  ground. * .right  where  you  put  the 
seeds  a couple  of  weeks  before.  And  you  know,  I learned  some- 
thing else,  that  kind  of  puts  an  extra  kick  into  working  in  the 
garden# 

19.  1TORV ; 

What’s  that? 

«.  4 


i 


20.  BOB  5 


21.  N OKV • 


22.  BOB: 


23.  NORV: 


Well,  the  other  day  I was  over  at  the  county  agent ♦?  office,  and 

* ^ 

he  told  me  that  over  half  the  families  in  the  United  States 
had  Victory  Gardens  last  year*  That’s  a powerful  lot  of  people. 
Powerful  is  right*  That  means  eighteen  and  a half  MILLION 
Victory  Gardens* 

Well,  don’t  that  kind  of  make  you  feel  good... to  .figure  that 
eighteen  or  twenty  million  other  American’s  workin:  right  along 
with  you*. .dig gin’  into  that  good  American  soil,  and  makin* 
stuff  grow  for  our  country? 

You  bet  it  does.  Bob*  And  right  now,  I’d  like  you  to  meet  one 
of  those  neighbors  who  HAS  been  working  as  part  of  that  tremen~ 
dous  team  of  American  Victory  Gardeners.  I’d  like  you  to  meet, 

Mrs.  Janet  Atkins  of  Los  Angeles •« .and  I don’t  think  she’d  mind 
my  telling  you  that  she’s  the  mother  of  two  children,  that  her 
husband  is  busy  in  a war  plant,  and  that  she  has  a 6 room  house 
to  take  care  of... and  yet  she  finds  time  to  cultivate  a very 
productive  40  by  60  foot  Victory  Garden.  Mrs.  Atkins,  Bob  Burns* 


24. 

BOB: 

How  do  you  do.  Ma’am. 

/ , 

26. 

JANET: 

How  do  you  do,  Mr*  Burns* 

26. 

NOW: 

How  did  you  get  started  at  Victory  Gardening,  Mrs* 

Atkin s ? 

27. 

JANET: 

bell , the  Government  authorities ... I suppose  it  was 

s the  II.  S* 

Department  of  Agriculture .. .asked  everyone  to  raise  vegetables* 
Before  the  war,  I grew  flowers,  so  it  was  easy  to  convert  over  to 
vegetables • 

28.  NORV:  In  my  contacts  with  big  industry.  Bob,  1 find  that  thousands  of 

these  industrial  workers  never  had  a spade  in  their  hands  before, 
and  yet  they’ve  turned  out  to  be  expert  Victory  Gardeners.  I 
know  that  that’s  true  all  over  the  nation  because  of  the  reports 


that  the  Institute  sends  out 


5 


2S.  BOB: 


30.  -NOW: 


31.  BOB: 

32.  NOW: 


33.  NORV ; 

34.  BOB: 

35.  JANET: 

36.  N OR  V : 

37.  JANET: 


Well,  you  know,  rforvp  it’s  kind  of  a natural  thing  for  anybody 
to  work  in  the  garden ...and  most  folks  find  that  out  cnee  they’ve 
started. . .there ’s  something  about  getting  your  hands  down  into 

the  ground,  and  gettin*  the  feel  of  the  soil  between  your  fingers 

! 

...I  don’t  know  x?hat  it  is... but  it’s  a part  of  your  life  you 
shouldn’t  get  too  far  away  from. 

Well,  Bob,  I vd nder  if  it  has  anything  to  dc  with  the  fact  that 

the  basic  composition  of  the  human  body  is  not  too  different 

from  that  of  a plant .. .according  to  science  we’re  all  made  up, 

basically,  of  chemicals,  and  electric  currents. 

Yes  sir... kind  of  like  a storage  battery.. and  if  you  want  to 

keep  your  batteries  charged,  you  have  to  have  contact  mth  the 

ground... or  better  yet,  you’ve  got  to  put  some  roots  down. 

Sounds  like  a little  of  that  Arkansas  philosophy,  Bob.  . * . ~ 

Maybe  it’s  philosophy,  and  maybe  it 
/isn’t.  But  I do  know  that  you  can  trace  the  source  of  all 

living  things  right  back  to  the  good  earth,  ^nd  our  health 

and  happiness  depend  a whole  lot  on  how  wisely  we  use  those 

things  that  grow  in  the  ground. 

Those  sound  like  wise  words  to  me.  Bob. 

Well,  now  Mrs.  Atkins,  we’ve  kind  of  left  you  standing  there  in 
the  cold  while  we  went  wanderin’  off  on  this  philosophy  business. 
Oh,  I was  agreeing  with  you.  But  I would  like  to  take  this 
chance  to  ask  Mr.  Gillespie  a question  or  two. 

Surely.  ..go  ahead*  Shoot.  , 

Well , will  there  be  any  trouble  getting  the  necessary  seed  and 
fertilizer,  insecticides  and  tools  this  year,?  Is  the  shortage 


of  these  items  over? 
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58.  TTOFV  j 


59.  JANET  : 


40.  BOB: 


41.  NOKVs 


42.  BOB: 


43.  HORV: 


44.  JANET: 


45.  BOB: 


46.  N ORV : 


■ell,  the  latest  word  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture  head- 
quarters in  Washington,  D.  C.,  is  that  there1 s plenty  of  vege- 
table seeds  for  all.  As  far  as  fertilizer  and  insecticides  are 
concerned,  there  won’t  be  any  to  waste,  but  there  will  be  suf- 
ficient to  go  around.  Tools?  There  are  enough  of  those  being 
manufactured  to  take  care  of  everyone’s  needs. 

Well,  that  answers  that  question  all  right.  What’s  your  answer 
to  people  who  say  they  don’t  have  enough  space*. .and  wouldn’t 
be  able  to  raise  too  many  vegetables  anyway* 

hihy,  any  farmer  knows  that  succession  cropping  is  the  answer. 
Make  the  same  piece  of  ground  give  you  two  or  three  crops  in  one 
season.  That’s  no  idle  theory;  itTs  a fact. 

I’ll  go  along  with  you  there.  Bob.  Besides  that,  some  of  the 
finest  Victory  Gardens  I’ve  seen  up  and  down  the  whole  Pacific 
Coast  have  been  small  ones.  Believe  me,  they’ve  certainly 
produced. 

Horv,  have  you  got  any  official  facts  on  what  the  little  home 
gardens  produced  last  year? 

I’ll  say  I nave.  I’ve  got  some  figures  here  we  can  really  be 
proud  of.  Just  listen  to  this:  Last  year,  over  40  percent 

of  all  the  fresh  vegetables  grown,  oame  from  home  gardens. 

But  a lot  of  the  vegetables  from  the  commercial  gardens  didn’t 
go  to  the  home  front,  did  they? 

Ho  sir. ..our  fighting  men  and  our  Allies  needed  a lot  of  those. 
So  that  made  the  home  garden  vegetables  even  more  important. 
That’s  right.  And  I’ve  got  another  figure  here  that  proves  it. 
If  you  took  all  of  the  canned  vegetables  that  are  ready  for 
civilian  use  right  now,  you’d  find  that  half  of  them  were  home- 
canned. 


47.  BOB; 


48.  1IOKV; 


52.  BOB: 


53.  T70RV: 

54.  BOB; 
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Well,  sir,  that  makes  the  home  gardens  pretty  important.  What’s 

* . . I t ... 

the  outlook  for  this  year? 

I’ve  got  just  one  fact  that  I think  will  give  you  the  picture. 
The  Armed  Forces,  Lend-Lease,  and  so  forth  are  going  to  take 
half  of  all  the  commercially  canned  fruits  and  vegetables  this 
year.  In  other  words,  the  War  Food  Administration  says  that  the 
supply  of  commercially  canned  vegetables  for  civilians  is  going 
to  be  smaller  in  1945  than  it  was  in  1944. 


49. 

JAITET: 

Ooh  • 

50* 

BOB: 

Well , 

cure 

51. 

JAITET  V 

It  hs 

guess  it’s  pretty  clear*. .but  if  the  Victory  Gardens  supplied  40 
percent  of  our  vegetables  last  year,., and  if  there  are  going  to 
be  fewer  commercially  grown  vegetables  this  year... that  means  ■ 
we’re  going  to  have  to  do  better  than  ever  in  our  home  gardens 
this  year. 

You’ve  got  it  exactly,  Va’am.  These  Victory  Gardens  are  gettin’ 
more  important  all  the  time.  And  I may  be  wrong,  but  I figure 
that  even  if  the  war  in  Europe  ends  this  year,  we’re  still  going 
to  have  to  have  that  food. 

I’m  sure  you’re  right.  Bob. 

Well,  by  golly,  the  more  I think  about  it,  the  more  reasons  I 
can  see  for  folks  to  get  busy  with  the  rake  and  hoe.  Wot  only 
does  our  country  need  the  food... and  not  only  will  you  get  a 
lot.  of  fun,  and  a lot  of  good  out  of  workin*  the  garden... but 
there’s  this,  too.. .just  bein’  able  to  go  our  and  pick  your 
vegetables  ft*om  your  own  yard  whenever  you  need  them.. .that 


should  be  reason  enough  right  there. 


p 


55.  NORV: 


56*  BOB: 

57.  JANSTi 

58.  ?T  ORV : 


59.  BOB; 


60.  I''1  ORV* 

61.  BOB; 

62.  NORV: 

63.  JANET: 

64.  BOB': 

m 
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I agree  with  you.  Bob.  e can’t  afford  to  be  independent  like  * 
we  were  before  the  war.  It’s  smart  to  raise  our  own  stuff  be- 
cause the  truck  and  tire  situation  is  becoming  more  critical... 
the  whole  transportation  situation  is,  for  that  matter,.... 

And  labor  is  a big  problem,  for  the  commercial  grower. 

Even  mors  of  a problem  now  that  skilled  boys  are  being  taken  from 
the  farms  for  the  Army. 

Well,  to  bring  this  whole  food  garden  picture  into  focus,  I 
think  you’ll  agree  that  the  outlook  is  sober,  indeed.  Now  to 
get  very  practical  for  a moment,. ,to  you  folks  who  are  planning 
to  start  gardens .. .1’ d like  to  remind  you  of  your  Agricultural 
Extension  Service.  There  are  branches  in  e very  state  in  the 
union  in  the  state  colleges.  You  can  get  all  the  pamphlets  and 
free  advise  from  them  that  you  possibly  need.  Their  pamphlets 
will  tell  you.  all  you  need  to  know  about  working  the  ground  and 
planting  the  seed.. .That * s the  Agricultural  Extension  Service 
at  your  state  college. 

Of  course,  Norvell,  those  pamphlets  are  probably  a great  help 
...they  probably  tell  you  how  to  plant  the  seeds,  how  to  keep 
the  dirt  loosened  up  a bit. ..to  see  that  the  soil  has  a little 
moisture  in  it,  and  so. 

That’s  right. 

But  after  you  do  all  of  that,  there’s  two  things  you  still  have 
to  work  on. 

I*m  afraid  I know  what  you  mean. 

I think  I do  too. 

Yes  sir,  first  you  got  weeds.  And  I got  my  own  method  of  telling 
the  difference  between  a good  plant  and  a weed.  And  I’ll  be  very- 
happy  to  pass  it  along,  free  of  charge. 

I ... 


1'T  QRV : 


BOB; 

tT A l'!  BT  S 

BOB; 

K QRV  : 
BOB: 


HORV  5 
BOB: 
ORV ; 


JOHN: 


Well,  this  should  be  very  valuable  from  an  experienced  farmer 
like  you*  How  do  you  tell  the  difference  between  a cood  plant  * 
and  a weed? 

Well,  sir.,  you  just  pull  up  the  plant*  •„ and  if  it  comes  up  again 
• ••it’s  a weed.* 

You  still  haven* t mentioned  the  other  thing  you  have  to  watch 

' I 

out  for* 

I know*  If  there  were  18  and  a half  million  Victory  Gardens 
last  year,  there  were  18  and  a half  million  bugs  and  beetles* 

A conservative  estimate* 

Well,  sir,  I have  here  in  my  hand  the  answer  to  the  whole  problem. 
It’s  a little  pamphlet  called  Victory  Garden  Insect  Guide,  and 
the  folks  at  the  Department  of  Agriculture  said  I could  offer 
them  to  you  folks,  free  of  charge.  It  tells  you  all  about  the 
little  bugs  you’re  liable  to  find  in  your  garden* ..the  kind  you 
want,  and  the  kind  you  don’t  want.  And  it  tells  you  what  to  do 
about  the  ones  you  don’t  want. 

You’ll  hear  howto  get  this  booklet  in  just  a moment  from 

i 

Washington* 

And  then  all  you  have  to  do  now  is  go  out  and  start  digging.  And 
good  luck  to  you. 

Yes  sir,  we  all  have  an  important  homefront  job,  in  raising  vege- 
tables in  our  own  backyards.  Uncle  Sam  needs  our  help.  It’s 
up  to  us  to  give  it*  Thanks  very  much.  Bob  Burns,  for  visiting 
us  this  morning,  and  our  thanks  to  you,  too,  Mrs*  Atkins*  This 
is  TTorvell  Gillespie,  speaking*  We  return  CONSUMER  TIME  to 
Washington,  D*  C. 

Thank  you.  Bob  Burns,  and  Nerve  11  Gillespie  in  Hollywood.  And  now 
friends •• .let* s hear  more  about  that  booklet  on  Victory  Garden 
Insect  Control.  Want  to  tell  about  it.  Holly  Wright? 
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75.  WRIGHT:  All  of  you  who  are  going  to  plant  Victory  Gardens  again  this 

year  • .will  want  to  have  the  informative  booklet  entitled  "Victory 
Garden  Insect  Guide".  It's  illustrated  with  pictures  of  every 
insect  pest  you’ll  find  in  your  garden. « .and  there’s  a full 
description  accompanying  the  pictures.  Included  also  are  simple 
directions  telling  you  how  to  combat  these  insect  pests.  The 
booklet  "Victory  Garden  Insect  Guide"  is  yours  free*  Simply 
drop  a card  to  CONSUMER  TIMS,  Washington  25,  D.  C.,  telling  your 
name,  address,  and  the  name  of  the  station  to  which  you  are 
listening*  Remember *. .as  Bob  Burns  has  told  you.. .it’s  time  to 
make  plans  for  your  Victory  Garden  this  spring.  So,  right  now, 
send  for  your  free  copy  of  "Victory  Garden  Insect  Guide”, 

Write  to  CONSUMER  TIME,  Washington,  25,  D,  C. 


76. 

JOHN: 

And  now,  Mrs.  Freyman. . .let ’ s hear  about  next  week,  on  CONSUMER 

. \ 

TIME  ’. 

77. 

FHEYMA.IJ : 

/ 

Next  week,  we’re  going  to  hear  a dramatic  story  l The  suory  of 
the  trade  barriers  that  exist  between  the  states  in  our  United 

States,  o .barriers  that  in  many  cases,  cause  higher  prices  on  the 
food  we  buy  and  hinder  interstate  trade* 

78. 

•JOHN: 

So... listen  to  the  story  of  highway  trade  barriers  on  next  week's 
edition  of... 

79. 

SOUND: 

CASH  REGISTER  . 

• 

o 

CO 

ANNCR: 

CONSUMER  TIME  ». 

81. 

SOUND: 

CASH  REGISTER 

82. 

JOHN; 

How  your  money  buys  a living  in  wartime  . 

0 

to 

CO 

SOUND: 

CASH  REGISTER. cc CLOSE  DRAWER. 

• 

Si1 

CO 

ANNCP: 

CONSUMER  TIME,  is  presented  by  the  War  Food  Administration  through 

the  facilities  of  the  Rational  Broadcasting  Company  and  it's 
affiliated  independent  stations.  This  broadcast  period  for 
CONSUMER  TIRE  has  been  made  available  as  a public  service. 

This  is  the  Rational  Broadcasting  Company. 
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